
Children play in the hay from the hay ride. 
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2019 has been an eventful year at the Pringle Nature Center. In January, our 
long time naturalist, Valerie Mann, announced that she would be leaving to join a 
nature center in Lawrence, Kansas and we started a search process for a new 
naturalist. After interviewing a number of well qualified candidates, we were pleased 
to have Elizabeth Alvey accept our offer. We were impressed by her vision for the 
future of the Pringle Nature Center and welcome her fresh ideas and enthusiasm. If 
you haven’t had a chance to meet her, please stop by. 

In April, construction started on a new entrance road and parking lot. Although 
it was challenging to access the center for a while, we now have improved parking 
and access. In May, our new neighbors, Boundless Adventures, opened their aerial 
adventure park in our woods. They share our goal of getting people outdoors to 
enjoy nature and we look forward to working with them on future joint projects. 

In June, we celebrated International Mud Day and had the biggest crowd ever. 
We are adding a second mud pit for next year. During the summer, we again ran our 
Tots in the Park Program at Petrifying Springs Park and Summer Camp at Pringle. 
In September, we were fortunate to have a large work crew from Wilmot Mountain 
Ski Area assist us with some of our projects. They cleared invasive species from a 
large area of the woods, planted two butterfly gardens, and helped us get started 
with our Nature Play Area, among other things. 

These are just a few of the happenings at the Pringle Nature Center and I hope 
you will follow us on our website, social media, and in the newspaper so you can 
join in the fun. 
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Recent Events 
If we had to choose one word to describe 2019, it 

might be “wet.” Frequent rain throughout the spring, 
summer, and fall made the Bristol Woods trails muddy, 
but luckily did not put a damper on programs at Pringle. 
Over the summer and autumn of 2019, PNC hosted 4 
summer camps that met weekly, 16 free and low-cost 
public programs, 11 Scouts badge programs, 10 school 
field trips, 2 sessions of 3 Home School Science classes, 
6 service days, 1 fundraiser, 1 wedding, and a number of 
other rentals and private programs. You might be won-
dering, “How does a staff of 2 conduct so many pro-
grams while maintaining the nature center?” and the an-
swer is: we can’t! We rely on volunteers to assist with 
everything from programming, to special events, to 
staffing the nature center on Sundays. Below is an over-
view of some of the 2019 summer and autumn high-
lights: 

“Leave No Child Inside” Series 
The Leave No Child Inside events are some of our 

best-attended programs, most being offered at no cost 
to families. 
PNC’s fourth 
annual “Mud 
Day!” on June 
26th was a 
resounding 
success, with 
more than 200 
kids and par-
ents coming 
out to play in 

the mud! After learning 
how to separate recog-
nize some native species, 
several families eagerly 
searched the pond in 
front of the nature cen-
ter for frogs during the 
July 13th “Frogs & 
Toads.” On August 24th, 
more than 40 children 
and adults enjoyed 
“Summer’s Last Fling” 
with a scavenger hunt, 
kite building, and other 

summer-themed outdoor activities. “Nature Play Date” 
rounded out this year’s LNCI series on November 16th, 
bringing several dozen parents and kids to the park for 
outdoor fun. Kids studied pond critters inside the nature 
center before heading out to the trails for bird spotting, 
a camouflage trail, and other self-guided play in nature. 

 

Summer Celebration 
Local families came 

out on this beautiful Sat-
urday in June (the 22nd) 
to celebrate summer with 
lawn games, a scavenger 
hunt, campfire cooking, 
and lots of bubbles! 
Though the evening 
weather prevented the 
overnight campout from 
taking place, families had 
fun with activities sta-
tioned throughout the 
park. 

 

Epic Promise Day 
Every year, employees from the Wilmot Mountain 

Ski Area contribute their time to a local park on “Epic 
Promise Day.” This year, over 100 volunteers braved a 
rainy day on September 8th to beautify Bristol Woods 
County Park. Volunteers cut invasive brush species, 
planted butterfly gardens, and helped with projects in 
the nature center. We were grateful to have the help of 
so many enthusiastic members of the community! 

Searching the pond for frogs is always a summer camp favorite. 

Who can resist the appeal of Mud 

Day?  Not us! 

Chalk drawings: evidence of a day 

of summer fun in the park 

The new and improved parking lot and drive 

have made the park more accessible for visitors 

this year. 



 

Fall Fun Fest 
Pringle Nature Center celebrated 21 years with its 

largest annual fundraiser, Fall Fun Fest and International 
Migratory Bird Day, on September 21st. More than 80 
visitors flocked (pun intended) to the park to take part 
in fall-themed activities before the event was, surprise, 
rained out! Before the storm hit, families enjoyed hay 
rides, pumpkin painting, Ed Foster’s birds of prey, 
Kohl’s Wild Theater, children’s music by Nick Wiersum, 
food, crafts, and more.  
 

Candlelight Halloween Hike 
The first of a planned 2-night series brought 48 kids 

and adults to the nature center on the evening of Octo-
ber 25th. Children and adults alike navigated spooky can-
dle-lit trails before returning to the nature center for re-
freshments, pumpkin decorating, and story telling by a 
wizard. Unfortunately, persistent rain preventing a sec-
ond planned hike from taking place the following night. 
 

Bristol Woods Trail 
Run 

In spite of the rainy 
weather and abundant 
mud, more than 80 peo-
ple arrived on the morn-
ing of November 2nd to 
run, walk, or support the 
race participants. 68 indi-
viduals finished the 5k 
run and prizes were 
awarded for the first fin-
ishers in several age and 
gender categories. All 
participants received race 
t-shirts and socialized 
with refreshments in the nature center after the race. 
 
Thank you for supporting Pringle Nature Center this 
year! We hope to see you soon for another program or 
special event. 

Recent Events (continued) 

Visitors enjoyed pumpkin painting and other activities at this 

year’s Fall Fun Fest before the rain set in. 

Donations make PNC programming and 
exhibits possible. Whether monetary or ma-
terial, all donations make a big difference. 
Thank you for your contribution! 
 

 Children’s rain & winter coats, winter 
boots, hats, scarves, & mittens 

 Binoculars 

 Aquarium & terrarium elements: tops, 
lights, filters, heating & cooling ele-
ments 

 Turtle food 

 Construction paper 

 Copy paper 

 Thermal laminating 
       pouches 

 Postage stamps 

 Area rugs 

 Bird seed 

 Sidewalk chalk 

 Vacuum cleaner 

A stately Tom turkey is the most 

recent addition to our menagerie at 

the nature center. The newest live 

animal residents include a grey tree 

frog and a congress of native sala-

manders. Come check them out! 
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Looking for the perfect gift for that person who already has everything? Purchase a gift “Friend of Pringle” mem-
bership and give them access to year-round nature programming. Memberships not only benefit your wallet, but 
also the community! Pringle Nature Center provides environmental education and recreation opportunities to all 
members of the community, from children to adults, at little to no cost. As someone who appreciates nature, you 

know how important a resource like this is in the region. 
Give the gift of nature this year!  

Membership Benefits: 

 Waived or reduced rates on summer camps and most public 
programs 
 25% off children’s birthday parties 
 FREE snowshoe & GPS unit rentals 
 FREE visit to Boundless Adventures on “Pringle Day” 
 

To become a Friend of Pringle, 

simply fill out the form to the left 

and mail it to Pringle Nature Center, 

or submit a membership form 

online by visiting the following    

address:     

www.pringlenc.org/FOP.html 

Yes, I want to be a Friend of  Pringle! 
 

Membership Levels:                   Type: 
 Individual:  $20    renewal 

 Family:  $35    new 

 Prairie:  $50    gift 

 Wetland:  $100 

 Savannah:  $250 

 Life Time:  $500 

 Additional Gift: $ __________ 
 

Name  ___________________________ 
Address ___________________________ 
City/State/Zip ___________________________ 
Email  ___________________________ 
Phone  ___________________________ 
Today’s Date ___________________________ 

For up-to-date information and pre-registration, visit www.pringlenc.org/Events.html. 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
Friday, December 6th, 5-7 pm 
Open to all PNC volunteers, RSVP requested 
 

Nature Hike 
Saturday, December 7th, 10-11 am 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Nature Story Time 
Thursday, December 19th, 9:30-10:15 am 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Christmas Bird Count 
December 14th-January 5th 
Participants attend Winter Solstice Night Hike FREE 
Visit Audubon Society website for details 
 

Winter Solstice Night Hike 
Saturday, December 21st, 6:30-8 pm 
Friends of Pringle: FREE / General Public: $5 
Pre-registration required 
 

CLOSED December 24th-25th 
 

CLOSED December 31st-January 1st 
 

Nature Hike 
Saturday, January 4th, 10-11 am 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Guided Snowshoe Hike 
Saturday, January 11th, 1-2:30 pm 
Friends of Pringle: $8 / General Public: $10 
Pre-registration required 
 

Nature Story Time 
Thursday, January 16th, 9:30-10:15 am 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Leave No Child Inside: Snow Day 
Saturday, January 25th, 10 am-3 pm 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Nature Hike 
Saturday, February 1st, 10-11 am 
FREE, no pre-registration required 
 

Great Backyard Bird Count: Feeder Building 
Saturday, February 8th, 1-2:30 pm 
Friends of Pringle: $10 / General Public: $12 
Pre-registration required 

Gift a “Friend of  Pringle” Membership 


